Violence Targeting Women in Politics on the Rise, New ACLED Data Show
8 December 2021: Three years ago, in partnership with the Strauss Center for International
Security and Law, ACLED released new data capturing political violence targeting women (PVTW),
revealing the wide range of types and perpetrators of politically motivated attacks on women and
girls.1 Building on that work, ACLED has now expanded the data — reviewing over 11,000 PVTW
events around the world — to introduce identity types for the targets of PVTW, including further
detail that specifically enables the tracking of political violence targeting women in politics
(PVTWIP) for the first time.
The expanded data and accompanying report — released during the UN’s 16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based Violence following both the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women and International Women Human Rights Defenders Day — shed new light on the
threats against women participating in political processes, such as running for or holding office,
supporting or voting for political candidates, leading human rights campaigns or civil society
initiatives, and more.
Our analysis finds that PVTWIP in particular has increased over time in nearly all regions of
ACLED coverage, including in Africa, Central Asia and the Caucasus, Europe,2 Latin America,
the Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.3 Since 2020, some of the most violent countries
for women in politics include Mexico, Colombia, China, India, Brazil, Burundi, Myanmar,
Afghanistan, the Philippines, and Cuba.4
“Even as unprecedented numbers of women are engaging in political processes, the risks they face have
multiplied, and our new data confirm that physical violence targeting women in politics is on the rise
around the world,” said Dr. Roudabeh Kishi, Director of Research & Innovation at ACLED.
“Tracking the myriad forms this physical violence takes is crucial for identifying programs, policies,
and strategies to effectively combat the full spectrum of threats — many of which are local and
context-specific — in order to better facilitate and safeguard women’s political participation.”
In the absence of data-driven initiatives aimed at establishing real security equality, the gains being
made by women’s increased participation in political processes could be lost. ACLED will continue
to monitor PVTW and PVTWIP in real time, with all data updated weekly and made freely available
to the public.
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At the time, this included Africa, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East.
This trend pertains to European countries for which ACLED coverage extends back to 2018; European countries for
which coverage begins in 2020 do not yet have multiple years of data to allow for such comparisons. See our current list of
country and time period coverage here.
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This includes countries for which ACLED coverage started prior to 2020, so that annual comparisons could be made.
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This is based on analysis of PVTWIP trends since 2020 to allow for fair comparisons across all regions, as ACLED has
uniform coverage of all regions for 2020 to present. See our current list of country and time period coverage here.
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A US-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization established in 2014, ACLED is the highest quality and
most widely used real-time data and analysis source on political violence and protest around the
world.
If you would like to use ACLED data and analysis, please review our Terms of Use & Attribution Policy.
For more information about ACLED methodology, please check our updated Political Violence
Targeting Women FAQs and our full Resource Library.
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