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Nearly two years after 7 October 2023, the violence in Gaza 
shows no signs of easing. Since October 2023, the IDF has 
been involved in over 21,670 political violence events in Gaza, 
with the campaign marked by extensive airstrikes and shelling, 
alongside sustained ground operations. This includes:

Over 11,790 air and drone strike events.1

At least 7,530 shelling/artillery/missile attacks.

1,501 armed clashes.

This scale of violence is reflected in ACLED’s Conflict Index. In its latest version in 2024, 
Palestine ranked as the most dangerous place in the world. 

Despite its size of just 365 square kilometers, Gaza has registered the second-highest number 
of political violence events of any territory worldwide since October 2023, surpassed only by 
Donetsk in Ukraine. Yet Gaza outranks Donetsk in reported fatalities, with over 66,210 reported 
deaths2 since 7 October 2023, the highest toll recorded in a single territory since that date.

Since 7 October 2023, ACLED has recorded over 480,000 fatalities3 from political violence 
worldwide. Over 66,200 of those — nearly 14% — took place in Gaza. 

1 ACLED counts the number of “airstrike events,” rather than individual airstrikes. Per ACLED methodology, when several strikes 
hit the same location on the same day, they are coded as one event in the dataset. See the ACLED Codebook for more details.
2 For more on ACLED’s methodology for counting fatalities in Gaza, please see this guide. 
3 ACLED’s fatality number is a conservative estimate due to methodological limitations of real-time reporting in a conflict of this 
nature. For more, see the Fatalities FAQ in ACLED’s Knowledge Base.

IDF activity outside of Gaza

Gaza has not been the only front. Israel has expanded its operations across the region, 
reshaping conflict dynamics far beyond its borders. Since 7 October 2023, Israel has 
become the world’s third-most active military force in the world. In the 23 months prior, 
Israel ranked 12th.

While Gaza has been the epicenter (over 40% of the IDF’s activity took place there), the 
IDF has also waged operations in the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, and Iran.
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https://acleddata.com/knowledge-base/codebook/#interaction-codes
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https://acleddata.com/knowledge-base/faqs-acled-fatality-methodology/
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Lebanon

Israel also escalated violence in Lebanon: The IDF has been involved in over  17,600 
political violence events there since 7 October 2023. Fighting between Israel and 
Hezbollah followed a low-intensity, tit-for-tat pattern until September 2024, when the 
conflict intensified into a full-blown war as Israel escalated its attacks and launched a 
limited ground invasion of southern Lebanon. 

The following month, in October 2024,  the IDF carried out in Lebanon the largest 
airstrike offensive recorded in the Middle East since ACLED began collecting data in the 
region, with over 2,500 airstrike events that month.  Although a ceasefire was reached, 
Israeli strikes have continued. 

Demonstrations in Israel

Since 7 October 2023, ACLED records more than 2,600 demonstrations in over 200 
locations across Israel that are critical of the government’s handling of the war. This 
includes demonstrations calling for the return of hostages, supporting Palestine, or 
against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. These demonstrations make up 85% of all 
protests in Israel during this period. 

Incidents of settler violence since 7 October 2023 have increased by 55% compared 
to the same time period prior. Settler violence has been emboldened by government 
policies and, at times, carried out in the presence of IDF soldiers. This violence has 
escalated well beyond stone-throwing and covert nighttime property attacks. It now 
includes broad daylight rampages against Palestinian villages, often involving armed 
settlers, and has claimed numerous lives. 

Incidents of violence involving the IDF since 7 October 2023  have also escalated, 
with an increase of 57% compared to the same time period prior. Near-daily raids on 
Palestinian villages, towns, and refugee camps — which Israel says target Palestinian 
militants — culminated in the largest IDF military operation in the West Bank in 
decades in early 2025.

Intensified Israeli raids and crackdowns have also fueled a surge in Palestinian armed 
activity, much of it carried out in direct response to IDF operations and often unfolding 
during the raids themselves. Between 7 October 2023 and 19 September 2025, ACLED 
records over 80% more violent militant events than the same period prior.

West Bank

For media inquiries and interview requests with our experts, email us at press@acleddata.com


