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By the Numbers
Data highlights in Cabo Delgado province (20 April - 3 May 2026)
e  Atleast 10 political violence events (2,384 in total since 1 October 2017)
e  Atleast 26 total reported fatalities from political violence (6,570 since 1 October
2017)
At least 12 reported civilian fatalities (2,759 since 1 October 2017)
At least 9 political violence events involving ISM across Mozambigue (2,203 since 1
October 2017)

Overview

A group of Islamic State Mozambique (ISM) fighters has moved south through Ancuabe district
and into Chiure. Despite the Mozambican and Rwandan military having bases in Ancuabe, the only
resistance the group has met so far has been from residents and Naparama militia, neither of
which has firearms. Other ISM elements remain active further north, successfully deploying an
IED against a Defense Armed Forces of Mozambique (FADM) convoy in Macomia, and are also
present in southern Mocimboa da Praia. At sea, fishers and traders continue to face a dual threat
— from both the insurgents and the navy, both of whom extort money from civilian boat operators.
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NOTE: Events after 15 May will be available in the next reporting period

Situation summary
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The group of ISM fighters that attacked Minheneue on 30 April has now arrived in Chiure district.

As a result, over 13,000 people in Ancuabe alone fled their homes by 12 May, according to the
— a figure that has almost certainly risen
significantly since. Despite the presence of both FADM and Rwandan military bases in Ancuabe,
the group only met resistance from community members and Naparama militia.

International Organization for Migration (IOM

FADM operations in the Minheuene area following the 30 April attack did not deter ISM (see map
below). On 5 May, the group attacked nearby Nacoja village, where they encountered and fired on
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Naparama militia on 5 May, with no reported fatalities. They then moved east and were seen on 8
May near the FADM Macarara base, about 30 kilometers from Minheuene. There is also a Rwanda
Defence Force (RDF) base close to Macarara, at Nacololo. Turning south that same day, they first
went to Namacuili village, less than 10 km south of Macarara, where they killed at least four
civilians, caused others to flee, and burned houses, according to witnesses. Though they spent
some hours in the village, FADM did not appear. While in the village, ISM separated Christians
from Muslims, according to witnesses. Islamic State (IS) claimed through its media channels that
they killed two “Christian combatants,” likely Naparama or community members, outside the
village, before entering and killing five more, and burning over 160 houses.

ISM carries out multiple violent attacks in Ancuabe

while moving south into Chiure
30 April - 17 May 2026
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The group continued south through Ancuabe and into Chiure district. IS media claims that the
insurgents captured and killed a “Christian combatant” at Nanune village in Ancuabe on 10 May,
though a source in the area reports that locals captured five insurgents there, all of whom were
said to be from Ancuabe. Three days later, insurgents attacked Nanivichi village (also spelled
Manivige) in Chiure district, though no fatalities were reported. IS published an image of a simple
church in Nanivichi in flames. By 17 May, the group reached Messanija village, where again they
burned houses and a church and clashed with Naparama militia. IS claims that insurgents killed 26
Naparama, while local sources report that civilians, upon seeing that insurgents were running out
of ammunition, pursued them. One source claimed that 12 insurgents were killed, while another
reported that two Naparama died, and nine were injured.

Two sources say that the group then made its way toward Namuno district to the west; one
suggesting their destination was Cororine, 17 km from Namuno district headquarters and one of
the province’s largest illegal gold mining sites. However, there have also been sightings in the south
of Chiure district in recent days.

On 10 May, there was a rumored sighting of insurgency leader Ali Mabondo watching a La Liga
football match between Barcelona and Real Madrid in the Nanduadua neighborhood of Mocimboa
da Praia town, where he is from. Whether true or not, the rumor reflects the heightened
atmosphere across Mocimboa da Praia and Macomia districts.

Between 6 and 12 May, insurgents targeted state forces in Macomia, and civilians in southern
Mocimboa da Praia district. At sea, fishing boat captains continued to navigate the competing
pressures from ISM, and the FADM navy, with both sides seizing boats in the past fortnight. If
coastal communities continue to see the FADM Navy as predatory at best, and fatal at worst, they
may increasingly see ISM as a greater source of security.

IS claimed that insurgents clashed on 6 May with a FADM navy patrol vessel close to the beach in
Quiterajo. FADM navy is thought to use motorized dinghies launched from larger vessels when
patrolling close to shore. It is not known if the insurgents were also at sea. No fatalities were
reported.

Three days later, on 9 May, insurgents landed on Tambuzi Island, approximately 25 km offshore of
Mocimboa da Praia town, where they extorted money from boat operators. On 12 May, they
returned to seize petrol. One source named those three in the group as Nguvu, Mussa Zamir, and
Muhussino. Nguvu may be Suleimani Nguvu, a Tanzanian with strong regional links and a
background in the timber business. Thirteen boat operators fled the island on their arrival, but
were arrested at sea by a FADM navy patrol vessel and taken to Mocimboa da Praia where they
were detained. According to one source, they were not released until they had paid 2,000 meticais
each (roughly $31 at the time).

Further south at Pangane, insurgents seized a fishing boat on 10 May, while two days later, a
FADM navy patrol seized two other boats and impounded them on Ibo Island. Around 12 May, the
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FADM navy stopped the boat of a Quissanga businessman on Quilanhune Island, only releasing it
after the operator had paid.

It is clear that both FADM and ISM are in the waters between Mocimboa da Praia and Quissanga.
FADM navy operates from Ibo Island, while ISM boats move both north and south of the Messalo
river mouth, just south of Mocimboa da Praia town, which acts as a readily available safe haven for
them.

On shore, ISM conducted two attacks in Macomia district. On 10 May, a small group entered Chai,
on the N380 road, and killed a Local Force member in what was likely a targeted attack. The
following day, the group deployed an IED on the Macomia to Mucojo road, hitting an army vehicle.
IS released a short clip of the incident, taken from the detonator’s viewpoint, suggesting it was a
command-wire-controlled device. Though IS claimed the vehicle was Rwandan, all local sources
said it was FADM. No fatalities were reported.

In Mocimboa da Praia, according to IS media claims, insurgents killed two “Christian combatants”
in two separate incidents near Mbau in the south of the district.

A passenger bus run by the Estamos Juntos bus company was attacked in Mueda district on 4 May.
The Tanzania-bound bus was coming from Mueda town when suspected insurgents fired on it
close to Nanga village, between Mueda and the Negomano border crossing. Two of the attackers
were captured.

Many passenger buses and other vehicles move along the Negomano-Mueda road, but attacks are
rare. This is the second time in less than a month that an Estamos Juntos vehicle has been
attacked.

Focus: IS Mozambique propaganda reaches France

The clearest expression of the relationship between IS and northern Mozambique’s insurgents is
the regular stream of incident reports released by IS for Mozambique. Details are usually accurate,
and reports are timely. For instance, the IS report of the attack on Messanja village in Chiure on 17
May was issued the same day as the attack. Carefully composed images and video clips present a
stylized picture of jihad in Mozambique. Two recent cases in France indicate the reach and impact
of such materials.

On 27 May, a young Tunisian man was arrested in Paris for having a false driving license. While in
detention, investigators found IS propaganda material on his smartphone, evidence that he was
planning attacks in Paris, and communications suggesting he was considering joining IS, in either
Syria or Mozambique, according to Le Monde. Elsewhere in France, in trials conducted in March
and April, five young people, including teenagers under 18, were convicted of criminal conspiracy.
According to prosecutors, the group had planned an attack on a school event, but their focus
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shifted to “organizing a collective hijra,” or migration to Mozambique, with a view to joining ISM,
and “dying as martyrs,’ reported Le Monde. Their plan had a clear objective — to reach Mucojo in
Macomia district — but little detail on how they would do it.

Neither the Tunisian man nor the young conspirators were likely to ever make it to Mozambique.
While foreign fighters are significant in Mozambique, they come from across East Africa, with no
evidence emerging yet of any coming from further afield. For instance, three Kenyans were
reportedly recently arrested in Tanzania, allegedly on their way to join ISM. However, their cases
illustrate that the images and footage captured on fighters’ mobile phones, branded and
distributed by IS, can be consequential. The teenagers’ familiarity with Mucojo and other places in
Cabo Delgado most likely came from IS propaganda channels, significantly contributing to their
radicalization, and heightening the risk of jihadist violence within France.

Roundup

The European Union has extended the mandate of its military assistance mission in Mozambique
by six months. In a statement, the Council of the EU confirmed that the mandate of the EU Military
Assistance Mission in Mozambique will now run until 31 December 2026. The extension will focus
on continued training and capacity building for the FADM, particularly the Quick Reaction Forces.

The extension comes as Brussels appears to be recalibrating its security engagement in northern
Mozambique. Speaking in Maputo, EU Ambassador to Mozambique Antonino Maggiore said that
supporting the FADM is now the bloc's main priority in the fight against insurgency. When asked
whether the EU would continue to finance Rwanda’s military deployment in Cabo Delgado,
Maggiore responded: “At this moment, no.’

These remarks revived concerns previously raised by Rwandan President Paul Kagame, who
warned that Rwanda could reconsider its deployment if a long-term funding solution is not
secured. However, in a post on the social media platform X yesterday, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation Olivier Nduhungirehe said Rwanda would pursue a bilateral
approach, adding that Mozambique has guaranteed and will continue to guarantee the funding
required to sustain Rwandan forces in Cabo Delgado.

Mozambique’s Catholic bishops have issued a warning over escalating attacks on Christian
communities in Cabo Delgado, urging the government to act decisively before the violence
spreads further across the country.

In a pastoral statement released on 13 May, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Mozambique
condemned the destruction of churches, attacks on religious symbols, and growing intolerance
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linked to the insurgency. The letter, signed by Archbishop Inacio Sadre of Nampula, described the
attacks as a blow to the nation’s moral conscience and the ancestral values of the Mozambican
people and warned of “clear signs” that insecurity is expanding beyond Cabo Delgado into other
northern provinces.

Symbolic protests erupted across Mozambique on 14 May after opposition leader Venancio
Mondlane urged supporters to bang pots and march in honor of victims linked to his political
movement, Anamola, during the final day of a three-day mourning period.

Videos shared by Mondlane on social media showed demonstrators in Maputo, Inhambane, Beira,
Sofala, and Niassa taking to the streets late Thursday evening, many carrying pots and pans in
protest against alleged kidnappings, killings, and persecution of opposition members.

The protests came amid growing accusations by Mondlane that Mozambican security forces are
systematically targeting Anamola supporters. He claims at least 56 activists and members have
been killed since the start of the post-election unrest.
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